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Upcoming Programs

.., Annual Holiday

Tuesday, Dec 9
6:00 — 8:30 pm
at the Lighthouse

This is a Members Only event, so make sure your
membership is current! SAAA provides beer, wine,
water, and soft drinks as well as turkey and ham.
Members are requested to bring a side dish—
vegetable, appetizer, or dessert (now is the time for
that favorite casserole or try out a new one!l). A
sign-up and RSVP will be posted on the SAAA
website www.staugarch.org. SAAA will also hold a
raffle during the event to raise money for

the Eugene Lyon Education Fund (cash only).

Please RSVP on the website by Dec 1.

January 6, 2026
Flagler College, Tiffany Room
7pm
Annual Meeting (vote for new officers)

Speaker: Nancy White, Ph.D., Professor,
University of South Florida

“Apalachicola Valley Archaeology from
Paleo-Indian to Modern Times, Especially
Protohistoric Through Colonial Periods”

REPORT OF THE
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Officers and board members who have agreed to
continue in their positions for the upcoming year
are as follows:

Recording Secretary - Suzanne Dixon
Treasurer — Don Roberts
Directors at Large —

Bob Maerz - term ends at end of 2026

Jon Simon Suarez — term ends at end of 2027

Program Chair — Chris Newman

Ex Officio Member — Andrea White - Past President

Ex Officio Member - Linda Chandler - Newsletter
editor and archivist

The nominating committee is proposing the following
officers:

Courtney Crum — President (one- year term)
— Vice President (one-year term)
Vacant -
-Assistant Treasurer (no term limit)
-Corresponding Secretary (one year term)
- Director at Large (term ending end of 2026)
- Director at Large (term ending end of 2028)
- Director at Large (term ending end of 2028)

The proposed Directors-at-Large have presented their
short biographies as follows:


http://www.staugarch.org/

JANET FITTIPALDI -- Correspond Sec’y

Before retiring in 2012, Janet Fittipaldi was the Executive
Manager for Landscape Architecture and Environmental
Solutions at the New Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT). She worked at NJDOT for 27 years in various
positions such as cultural resources manager,
environmental team leader, and environmental
coordinator.

Ten years prior, she had been a cultural resources
specialist at the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) as well as for numerous consulting
firms. Due to her work with NJ State agencies and public
funding, she has worked with engineers with the goals of
avoiding/minimizing/mitigating adverse effects to historic
roads and bridges, standing structures, and, of course,
archeological sites.

She trained in underwater archeology and has worked in
North Carolina and Florida as well as for the New Jersey
State Museum, having collaborated with NJDEP to develop
regulations for sport divers on historic properties. Before
retirement, she was a member of the Archaeological
Society of New Jersey and served on their Board. She has
been volunteering with the SAAA and City of St. Augustine
Archaeology Program since 2012.

NICK MCALLIFFE — Assistant Treasurer
Nick Moved to St Augustine on Christmas Eve 2002 after
30 years Public Library work in Massachusetts, but he had
already become a SAAA member prior to moving to
Florida. He volunteered regularly in the field with Carl
Halbirt and Andrea White as part of the City Archaeology
Program from March 2003 until recently.

He was invited to join the SAAA Board of Trustees in 2006
and has served for many years, including 4 years as
president and 9 years as treasurer.

He has also served on the boards of the St Augustine
Historical Society and of the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of St Augustine, serving as treasurer of both
organizations.

%, ELIZABETH BASS -
N

Board 1-year term
Elizabeth Bass grew up in
Florida. She attended the
University of North Carolina
and then received a PhD in
economics from the University
of lllinois at Chicago. Elizabeth
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was a health economist at the Tampa office of Veterans’
Affairs for 5 years, and then was a defense economist at
the Congressional Budget Office in Washington DC until
May 2024, when she retired to St. Augustine. She is
married to Olaf and has 3 children (Jakob, Sally, and Kate)
and a grandson (Hans, 8 months).

In addition to archeology, she has interests in European
history, paleontology, travel, and fitness. Several times a
month Elizabeth volunteers at the Castillo San Marcos,
educating visitors about the history of the fort, the Flag of
Burgundy, the artillery on the gun deck, and more. Other
current and past volunteer activities include church
(Trinity Episcopal downtown), St. Johns Public Library,
serving on town committees, and refereeing a
professional journal.

She prides herself particularly on her organizational skills.
She and her husband regularly attend the SAAA monthly
lectures, and she especially enjoyed last year’s wonderful
Christmas party at the lighthouse. She feels that serving
on the board of the SAAA would be intellectually
interesting and fun.

¥ DEBORAH KARABLY

— Board 3-year term
Deborah Karably holds a BA in
Anthropology from the
University of Florida and a MS
in Allied Health Services from
the University of North Florida.
/ ‘ A resident of St. Johns County
for over 30 years, she has a background in both clinical
mental health and social service settings and in education,
having retired from the St. Johns County Dept. of Social
Services in 2017.
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Her past work settings also drew on her skills as a grants
writer, fundraiser, and contract management.

Deborah has also served on advisory committees in
Jacksonville, and she has provided grants work on a
volunteer basis to local non-profits. Current local
volunteer experiences include the SJC Beach Steward
SeaTurtle Washback program for which she has worked for
over seven years.

Deborah’s interest in the history of St. Augustine and
Florida runs deep, and she is currently working on a
historical novel based in and around the city from the
1870s - 1880s.



BRAD BIGLOW —

Board 3-year term

Dr. Brad Biglow is a
Professor of Anthropology
at Florida State College at
Jacksonville (FSCJ) with a
Bachelor’s degree from the
University of Wisconsin at
Eau Claire, MA from
Northern Arizona University, and a PhD from the
University of Florida.

He currently teaches courses in biological-physical
anthropology, archaeology, cultural, and general
anthropology while maintaining an anthropology club and
field opportunities for students. His extensive background
includes applied anthropology in Native American studies,
Latin American studies, and religion as well as
public/educational archaeology in the U.S., Mexico, and
Peru.

Most recently, he has served on the board of the Florida
Anthropological Society, and his current work focuses on
public archaeology in the southeastern U.S. In his spare
time, he enjoys kayaking, historical reenacting, and he is
an avid Sherlockian.

Voting for officers will be at the January Meeting.

For Additional Nominees,
Section 3, Chapter VI of the SAAA By-Laws states the

following:

Nominations of persons for Officers and Directors at
Large, other than those submitted by the Nominating
Committee, may be made:

1. By petition in writing by at least ten members
of the Association who are currently eligible to
vote. These petitions shall be in the possession
of the President of the Association by Dec. 1.

2. By entering a write-in on an absentee ballot.

3. From the floor at the Annual Meeting.

—

By-Law Changes Proposed
As SAAA finances have become more complex with
increased income from membership dues and
donations, collection of field trip fees and
memberships through the webpage, and the ELEF
scholarship distributions, the Board is proposing some
changes to the SAAA By-laws.

The By-laws require that the Membership votes on
any changes, and proposed changes must be presented
to the Membership at least 30-days before the vote,
which will be at the Annual Meeting in January.

Proposed By-Law change #1 —The
addition of the board position of Assistant
Treasurer to assist with the recording and
management of funds.

Therefore, in “Section 4 of Chapter III — Officers”, it
is proposed to change “The Treasurer shall . . . [duties
enumerated]” to “For fiduciary security, there shall be
both a Treasurer and an Assistant Treasurer. They
shall . . . [duties enumerated]”.

Proposed By-Law change #2 — The
creation of an internal audit of organization
funds and financial records.

“Chapter V — Fiscal Matters” would add the following
Section 3. An internal audit of Association Funds

shall be held each year during the 1st Quarter to
review the finances and record-keeping. The
President shall appoint one member of the Board
and one person from the General Membership to
conduct this Audit, and, upon completion, they
shall prepare a report for the Board of Directors.

Proposed By-Law change #3 — The
establishment of the Eugene Lyon Education
Fund (ELEF) Committee and of the Historic
Marker Committee as Standing Committees
of the organization.

While both of these committees have been functioning
and meeting regularly for several years, they have
never been recognized as official standing committees.
“Chapter IV — Committees” would add these two with
wording that they operate under the direction of the
Board and contain a brief statement of purpose.

It has been nine years since the last review of the By-
Laws. A thorough review is planned for this coming
year, but the Board thought that these changes were
important enough to present to the Membership now.



Founding Member of SAAA Dies

Frederick George White,
aged 85, passed quietly on
November 10, 2025, after a
long hard battle with a
degenerative neurological
disease.
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Fred at the SAAA 25"
Anniversary Party in 2011

Fred moved to St. Augustine as a child from
Washington, DC when his parents bought the Flagler
era Marion Hotel on the bayfront. The hotel was razed
to build the 'modern' Marion Motel in the 60's, and
Fred returned from the Air Force to manage the
business.

Fred was truly a Renaissance man, self-taught,
creative and skilled in so many diverse interests. Fred
earned his BA at UNF by combining black-and-white
large-format photography with history to document
historic structures and landmarks. After the motel was
sold, Fred began making hand-carved redwood signs
for local businesses and residences, many of which
remain in place today.

His passion was discovering and protecting the true
history of St Augustine. He volunteered in the early
archaeology projects of Dr. Kathleen Deagan and was
a founding member of the St Augustine Archaeology
Association (SAAA).

As an early advocate for historic preservation and a
member of the Historic Architectural Review Board
(HARB), Fred was instrumental in developing the
guidelines used by HARB to assess and direct
preservation efforts within the historic districts.
Putting what he believes into practice, he built his
home downtown as an example of how the guidelines
could be both livable and respectful of the historic
nature of the City.

Fred was a longtime volunteer in the Castillo de San
Marcos' cannon firing reenactments, becoming a
master cannoneer. He was also a member of the
original group that established both the British and

Spanish Nightwatch events, and many a tourist has a
photo of him in his Spanish regalia.

For more than 27 years, Fred was the Director of the
St Augustine Arts & Crafts Festival (Palm Sunday
weekend) and the Fall Arts & Crafts Show
(Thanksgiving weekend) held annually in the Plaza de
Constitution, until these events moved to Francis
Field.

Fred is survived by his wife and partner of 46 years,
Katharine Brown.

—

Field Trip to Fort Mose
SAAA will be hosting a field trip to Fort Mose
Historic State Park in January. Sign up on the web
page. Limited to 25 people, so don’t wait.

Details-- January 17, 2026
Meet at Fort Mose at 10 am

Here is the link to the sign-up on the website--
https://www.staugarch.org/event-details-registration/fort-

mose-tour
—

Dues to Increase in January

SAAA has not raised its dues for many years, but a
change is coming. As of January 1, 2026 dues will
increase to --  $30 for a family

$20 for an individual

$ 5 for students (remains the same)

The membership year runs March to March (Florida
Archaeology Month). Dues are delinquent if not
received by the end of March and can be paid by
credit or debit card via Square on the website, in
person (cash or check) to the treasurer at a monthly
meeting, or by sending a check to PO Box 1301, St.
Augustine, FL 32085.

(" Additional Program Dates )
Feb 3, 2026 — Maranda Kles, President of FAS
Mar 3 -- Guy Prentice, retired Southeast
Archaeological Center, National Park Service
April 7 -- Sarah Miller, FPAN
\May 5 -- Chuck Meide, LAMP )



https://www.staugarch.org/event-details-registration/fort-mose-tour
https://www.staugarch.org/event-details-registration/fort-mose-tour

